5.0 CULTURAL RESOURCES

| Sensitive archaeological information has been redacted from this section in accordance
with federal (Section 304 16 U.S.C. 470w-3a NHPA and 16 U.S.C. 470hha ARPA) and
state (RCW 42.56.300) laws pertaining to confidentiality of cultural resources locations.

Please contact HarborWorks Development Authority, (360) 457-1035. if you have questions or need
additional information.
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5.2

Purpose

This chapter, which was produced by Landau Associates, Inc.. discusses the federal and state
regulations pertaining to cultural resources that govern development on the site and their
implications for project development and scheduling. Sensitive archacological information that is
exempt from disclosure through the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and should not be
distributed to the public per federal (Section 304 16 USC 470w-3a NHPA and 16 USC 470 hha
ARPA) and state (RCW 42,56.300) laws pertaining to confidentiality of cultural resources
locations has been removed from this section.

Site/Area History

The information presented in this chapter represents preliminary background context for
prehistoric to historie period settlement within the Port Angeles area, along with a summary of
the cultural resources work that has been conducted within the site area to date. The site area is
conformable with the boundaries of the Rayonier site and referred to as such hereafier.

The Rayonier site is situated within an industrial area located in the NE 1/4 of Section 11,
Township 30 North. Range 6 West along the northern edge of the Olympic Peninsula adjacent to
Port Angeles Harbor, a body of water sheltered from the Strait of Juan de Fuca by Ediz Hook
(Figure 5.1; USGS 1965, photo revised 1985). Elevations vary from approximately 15 feet near
the present day shoreline to 150 feet above mean sea level (AMSL) atop the bluffs to the south.
The climate of the site is influenced by the Olympic Mountains to the south and maritime air
masses resulting in a seasonal trend characterized by dry, warm summers and wet winters
frequently accompanied by high winds (Franklin and Dyrness 1988; Halloin 1987). Annual
average temperatures vary from 47 degrees Fahrenheit (°F) in winter to 67°F in summer with
total precipitation averaging 25 inches per annum (Halloin 1987).

The present physiography of the Port Angeles area is attributable primarily to the following
factors: glacial deposition during the Vashon Stade of the Fraser Glaciation (18.000 to 14.000
years ago. post-glacial sea level rise, regional seismic events, mass wasting along the bases of
upland bluffs, alluvial deposition by local drainages, oceanic wave action, and extensive historic
and recent industrial-related land modification of the shoreline (Dragovich et al. 2002; Lenz
2003; Schasse et al. 2004; Sterling et al. 2007). Numerous drainages, including Ennis Creek,
which bisects the site, and its tributary White Creek, flow north off the flanks of the forested
uplands to the shoreline in the Port Angeles vicinity (USGS 1965, photo revised 1985). The
vicinity’s primary drainage is the Elwha River approximately 6 miles to the west (USGS 1965,
photo revised 1985),

Ediz Hook is an approximately 3.5-mile-long spit of Holocene age beach sand that formed
intermittently between 9,000 to 5,000 years ago as a result of longshore drifi carrying alluvium
deposited at the mouth of the Elwha River and sediment eroded by wave action from coastal
bluffs (Dragovich et al. 2002; Lenz 2003; Sterling et al. 2007). The formation of this landform
resulted in a large, sheltered bay now known as Port Angeles Harbor, with broad beaches and
tidal lagoons that fostered a rich habitat of plants and animals for human use and consumption
both prehistorically and historically.
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In addition to the upland flora and fauna and marine fauna. a great variety of birds inhabit the
Port Angeles area on an annual to seasonal basis, local drainages support runs of different species
of salmon, and the littoral zone hosts a diversity of marine bivalves and invertebrates. In
summary, the benefits of the location encouraged settlement by the area’s earliest native peoples
(Lenz 2003; Sterling et al. 2007).

Cultural change in Northwest Coast prehistory is evaluated on temporal and spatial variations in
archacological assemblage, subsistence, and settlement patterns within regional environmental
contexts. The prehistoric record for the Puget Sound region is divided into three broad
chronological periods: the early (12,000-5,000 years Before Present [BP]), middle (5.000-1.000
years BP), and late (1,000-250 years BP).

The Klallam (?e?1xwe nexwsl ay’em). or “strong-people,” lived along the southern shore of the
Strait of Juan de Fuca and the western shore of Admiralty Inlet, between Port Angeles and the
entrance to Puget Sound. The Klallam established winter villages of red cedar longhouses within
split log palisades, fending off territorial incursions by other coastal groups; temporary summer
dwellings consisted of rush mats over cedar poles. Subsistence revolved around seasonal harvests
of salmon. shellfish, nuts, ferns, horsetail, wild carrot and onion, wapato, camas. and berries
(Gunther 1927; Haeberiin and Gunther 1930; Suttles and Lane 1990). Saltwater staples included
butter clam (called sqxeyui), mussel (lawgem), littleneck clam (skwlaii), herring (sloungat), smelt
(swulxs), candlefish (tcimana), and coho salmon (gecgs). Fish were caught with hook and line. in
wooden weirs and woven nets, and with toothed wooden rakes (Gunther 1927; Haeberlin and
Gunther 1930). Trade was conducted during the fall and tool maintenance, basketry weaving,
woodcarving, and storytelling were reserved for the winter (Haeberlin and Gunther 1930; Suttles
and Lane 1990).
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Northwest Indian groups, such as the Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe (LEKT). are concerned about
development that occurs within their ceded territories and traditional use areas. These tribal
aroups often want to protect cultural properties, which include archaeological, traditional

procurement, history or landmark, and religious sites, some of which do not necessarily contain
material traces or archaeological deposits but are part of oral history tradition (Charles 2009:
Kennedy 1993; Lane 1975).

Although the first Euro-American to describe the Port Angeles area was Spanish explorer Don
Francisco de Eliza in 1791, white settlement did not begin in earnest until the 1860s and was
advanced by individuals such as Victor Smith. Smith used his connections with individuals in the
Lincoln administration to establish a military reserve, a lighthouse on Ediz Hook, and a US
Customs House which was later moved to Port Townsend (Kirk and Alexander 1990). The late
1800s witnessed the expansion of lumber mills, as well as an influx of settlers who squatted on
land assigned to the military reservation. In addition, in 1887, one of the region’s earliest utopian
ventures, the Puget Sound Cooperative Colony (PSCC), was established by George Venable
Smith along Ennis Creek within the Rayonier site (Figure 5.3; Clallam County Historical Society
1971; Kirk and Alexander 1990; Martin 1983). Before the PSCC was abandoned at the turn of the
20th century, it boasted a lumber mill, shipyard. school, and hotel.

By the early to mid 20th century. Port Angeles with its shoreline access and network of railroads
became one of the largest suppliers of timber products on the West Coast. During World War I,
the United States Spruce Production Corporation partially filled in the area and constructed a
mill, warehouses, and shops on the west side of Ennis Creek within the Rayonier site (Martin
1983). Additiona
after the site’s acquisition by Olympic Forest Products in 1929 and Rayonier in
1983).

filling. construction. and creek channelization within the project area occurred
1937 (Martin

The Rayonier Mill ceased operations in 1997.























































